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BLACK NEWS DIGEST .- 4/14/75 
WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX - P. 2 

The industrial commodities index moved up at a seasona!ly adjusted annual rate of 
5.1 percent, somewhat more moderate than the 8.2 percent rate of increase in the 
previous quarter and substantially slower than the 28.3 percent rate registered during 
the third quarter of last year. Farm products and processed foods and feeds each 
dropped sharply over the first quarter of 1975. Both indexes had risen during the 
previous 2 quarters. 

On a stage of processing basis, prices for crude materials for further processing 
(excluding foods, feeds, and fibers) declined 0.5 percent, seasonally adjusted, from 
February to March. This was the sixth consecutive monthly decrease. Lower prices for 
bituminous coal more than offset increases for hides and skins and crude petroleum. 

The index for intermediate materials, ett: and components (excluding foods 
and feeds) rose 0.2 percent in March, about the same as in February. Prices were 
higher for agricultural and industrial chemicals, electric power, some iron and steel 
products, and fabricated metal products. These increases were largely offset by lower 
prices for nonferrous metals and synthetic textile products. 


Prices for finished goods edged up 0.1 percent from February to March. Prices of 


producer finished goods were higher; however, consumer finished goods declined due to 


lower prices for consumer foods. 

Consumer foods declined 1.6 percent in March, while other consumer finished goods 
rose 0.3 percent. Among consumer food products, prices dropped for sugar and con- 
fectionery, pork, fresh and dried vegetables, and processed poultry. However, prices 
rose for fresh fruits. Consumer finished goods other than food were up 0.3 percent 


over the month compared with an increase of 0.1 percent in February. 


(MORE ) 


“Ad 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 4/14/75 
WHOLESALE PRICE INDEX - P. 3 


Consumer nondurables rose 0.2 percent primarily because of higher prices for 


1asoline. 


Consumer durables rose 0.6 percent, as special rebates for passenger cars 


were reduced or eliminated. 


Prodi 


ucer finished goods rose 1.0 percent, reflecting increases for some types of 


machinery and equipment as well as higher prices for motor vehicles. 





Dear Consumer 


Vinyl Chloride 


Is Now Banned 


By Virginia Knauer 
Special Assistant to the President 
and Director 
Office of Consumer Affairs 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare 


During 1974, three Federal agencies took action 


against vinyl chloride. 


This chemical had been used as a propellant in 


some aerosol products. 


But when research showed 


that vinyl chloride might be a cause of liver cancer, 
the government moved to protect consumers. 


@ Environmenta! Protection 
Agency (EPA) banned pesti 
cide sprays containing vinyl 
chloride as a propellant. 

@ Food and Drug Admin- 
istration (FDA) banned the 
use of vinyl chloride in drugs 
and cosmetic products. 

@ Consumer Product Safe- 
ty Commission (CPSC) ban- 
ned the use of vinyl chloride 
in househoid aerosol prod- 
ucts—such as spray paints, 
solvents and adhesives—-un- 
der its jurisdiction. 

All banned products in 
stores were recalled; and no 
new products are being man- 
ufactured with vinyl chlo- 
ride. But some consumers 
may still have old cans in 
their homes, You can protect 
yourself by writing for the 
agencies’ lists of banned aer- 
osol products containing vinyl 
chloride. Compare products’ 
names and lot numbers with 
the aerosol your 
shelves. 

@ Write to Office of Public 
Affairs, A-107, Environment- 
al Protection Agency, Wash- 
ington, DC 20460; ask for 
press releases on banned 
aerosol products, 

@ Write or call your re- 
gional FDA office requesting 


eans on 


complete list of drugs and 

containing vinyl 
(Check phone direc- 
tory for FDA, m U. S. 
Government listings, under 
“Health, Education and Wel- 
fare Department.”) 

@ Write to Consumer 
Product Satety Commission, 
Washingten, DC 20207. (Or 
cali toll-free hot line: 800- 
638-2666 [in Maryland: 800- 
192-2937].) Ask for fact sheet 
on viny! chloride. (Since 
CPSC does not yet have a 
complete list of consumer 
heusehold products contain- 
ing vinyl chioride, you may 
want to write directly to 
manufacturers of items you 
have. State each product’s 
name and iot number, and 
ask whether the propellant 
contains viny! chloride.) 

When you write to CPSC, 
also ask for information on 
their repurchasing regula- 
tion. CPSC has the authority 
to make manufacturers re- 
purchase banned products 
from consumers. (FDA and 
EPA do not have this au- 
thority.) This means that 
should be able to get 
refunds if you have aerosols, 
containing vinyl chloride, 
which come under CPSC’s 
jurisdiction. 


cosmetics 
chloride. 


you 


~2, ]/- 





Week of April 14, 1975 





FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Compliance officers for the U.S. Labor Department's Occupational Safety and 


Health Administration rarely give advance notice of inspections. 
# # # 
When an employer is cited by the U.S. Department of Labor for having unsafe 
equipment, he is usually given a period of time to correct the situation. 
# # # 
federal interdepartmental task force is working with states to heip then 


upgrade their workers' compensation laws, according to the U.S. Department of Labor. 
# # # 

A person or group believing a state plan approved by the U.S. Department of 
Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration is being improperly administer 
may submit a detailed, written complaint to the nearest OSHA regional office. 

# # # 
Under the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, the U.S. Department 


Labor has approved the plans of 26 states for administering their own job safet 


and health programs. 





